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Garth Glenn .««>«•-.j.o
Regional Operations Manager "Vu"".""
NUS Corporation *"T*Tl'A'"T.1o»'7.r73o""Y
999 West Valley Road
Wayne, PA 19087

Re: Precision National Corporation/PA-2085

Dear Mr. Glenn:

As you may recall, our office represents Precision
National Corporation, now known as Precision National Plat ing
Services, Inc. {"Precision National"). NUS Corporation prepared
a Preliminary Assessment of the Precision National Clarks Summit,
Pennsylvania facility under Contract No. 68-01-7346. The
Preliminary Assessment report, dated August 31, 1987, was
recently received by our office. I am writing to bring to your
attention some errors in the Preliminary Assessment.

First, the Preliminary Assessment incorrectly reports
the facts concerning the ownership of the Clarks Summit f a c i l i t y .
It is our understanding that the facility was originally owned by
Ernest V. Berry, Inc., d/b/a Precision Engineering Company. In
February of 1971, ownership of the Clarks Summit f a c i l i t y was
nhrgTppt^fay Pmuiblun Nat fon a 1 Corporation trom ' Nerra~H——
Corporation'7 the parent company ot Ernest v. aerry Inc.
Pr^TgT^D—Mfl1" i ̂ nat corporation changed its name in 1987 to
Precision National Plating Services, Inc^ For sake~~of c l a r i t y ,
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reference herein to Precision Engineering shall mean the owner of
the facility prior to February, 1971, and reference to Precision
National shall refer to the owner of the Clarks Summit facility
since February of 1971. Please note that there is and has been
no relationship between Precision National, the current owner of
the Clarks Summit facility, and either Precision Engineering or
the Nehall Corporation.

7
At page 1-1, the Preliminary Assessment stated *-

that Precision National electroplated locomotive crankshafts and
cylinder linings with chromium and had been in operation as a
plating service since the middle to late 1950s. This is
misleading. Precision Engineering operated the facility from its
inception to 1971 for plating locomotive crankshafts only.
Precision National also limited the operation at the facility to
crankshaft plating until 1976, when it added a cylinder lining
division.

An addition to the Clarks Summit plant was necessary to
accommodate the plating of cylinder linings. It should also be
noted that it is our understanding that a strip tank, to which
reference is made in the Preliminary Assessment, was added as
part of the cylinder lining operation. Prior to plating cylinder
linings, Precision National did not use a strip tank and,
therefore, no strip tank drain existed before 1976.

The strip tank drain, to which reference was made in
your report, was only used as a conduit for spillage or
overflows, if any, from the strip tank itself. In other words,
the strip tank was not drained to the exterior of the Clarks
Summit building. Finally, it must be noted that the strip tank
drain was sealed in 1978.

At page 1-2 of the Preliminary Assessment it is
reported that chromium-contaminated wastes flowed across a tile
field and into an unlined waste lagoon until the late 1970s.
This is incorrect. It is our understanding that Precision
Engineering terminated use of the lagoon in the summer of 1970.
Precision National has never used a holding lagoon for the
storage or disposal of chromium contaminated wastes. In fact,
in 1971, Precision National, under the supervision of the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources, eliminated
and filled in the lagoon.

After acquiring the facility in early 1971, Precision
National employed an evaporation/distillation process to handle
chromium contaminated waste waters. This process-was used un*. > 1
the late 1970ls. Reference to this evaporation/distillation
process is made in a number of inspection reports of the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources, which can bo
made available to you upon request.
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At pages 1-2 and 2-3 of the Preliminary Assessment
reference is made to a meeting with representatives of the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources that occurred
on May 2, 1978. It should be noted that contrary to the
implications of the Preliminary Assessment, Precision National
had, at the recommendation of the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Resources, already retained R.E. Wright Associates
of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania at the time of this meeting. In
fact, representatives of R.E. Wright Associates attended the May
2, 1978 meeting.

We believe that the matters covered above should be
incorported in the Preliminary Assessment by attaching this
letter to that report. In addition, the information set forth in
this letter should be included in any additional report prepared
by NUS Corporation in connection with its investigation of the
Precision National Clarks Summit facility. Please note,
however, that we do not intend to imply that the Preliminary
Assessment is accurate in all other respects by pointing out the
above-mentioned errors.

Please call if you have any questions concerning this
letter.

Very truly yours,

' / . . . . j ,. , -'•
Thomas I. Vanaskie

TlV/dg
cc: Charles L. Kleeman, Chief

Site Support Section Superfund
Branch, EPA


